
 

St Peter's Scottish Episcopal Church, Kirkcaldy 
 

 
Sunday 7th March 2021, Lent 3 

Introit Hymn:  Praise to the holiest in the height 
 
Welcome:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
             and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity:      Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
             all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
             cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
             that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
             through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
           
Summary of the Law: Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
             The first commandment is this: 
             “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
             You shall love the Lord your God 
             with all your heart, 
             with all your soul, 
             with all your mind 
             and with all your strength.” 
 
             The second is this: 
             “Love our neighbour as yourself.” 
             There is no other commandment greater than these. 
 
             Amen.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Kyrie:            Lord, have mercy. 
             Lord, have mercy. 
             Christ, have mercy. 
             Christ, have mercy. 
             Lord, have mercy. 
             Lord, have mercy. 
 
Collect: Father of mercy, alone we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves.  When we are 

discouraged by our weakness, strengthen us to follow Christ, our pattern and our hope; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
Collect SPB: We beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of thy humble servants, 

and stretch forth the right hand of thy majesty, to be our defence against all our 
enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
First reading:  Exodus 12. 1-17 (SPB 5.1)  
 
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 11. 23-26 



 

 
Gradual hymn: Happy are they, they that love God 
 
Gospel acclamation: Alleluia! Alleluia I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord, whoever 

believes in me will never die. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel:  John 2. 13-22 (SPB St Luke 11.14) 
 
When gospel is announced:  

Glory to Christ our Saviour. 
 
At end:  Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel.  

Praise to Christ our Lord. 
 
Homily:  
 
One summer’s afternoon in 1665, Isaac Newton took tea amid the apple trees in his family’s garden. At just the 
right moment, an apple stem’s dwindling hold on the tree branch could no longer withstand the pull of the 
earth. The apple dropped. Newton got bopped on the head, and a series of thoughts was set into motion that 
ended not just with gravity proven out mathematically, but with a whole new world view, now described as 
“Newtonian.” 
 
Newton saw all creation as a vast machine. Newton knew that scientific methods could reveal more about this 
machine, and the preferred method for Newton was that we should study the parts of this machine of creation. 
 
In the past several centuries, scientists and mathematicians have come to know more about the universe by 
using Newton’s method. But beneath the fabric of the Newtonian universe, more recently, quantum physics 
has revealed a very different world at the subatomic level. 
 
Whereas scientists had previously noted the emptiness of space, the lack of matter, quantum physics has 
revealed connections. A famous experiment found that when two subatomic particles interacted, after they are 
separated, a cause on one of the particles still had an effect on the other. They remained connected in some 
way. 
 
These recent discoveries at the subatomic level have revealed that, although the universe may be a vast 
machine, we can never understand the world through understanding the parts alone. The connections also 
matter – and perhaps matter even more than the parts alone. 
 
While describing these discoveries briefly in a sermon makes the changes seem tame, for the scientists who 
have done the work, it is disturbing. They expected the subatomic world to be just as uniform and orderly as 
the one in which the apple dropped on Sir Isaac’s head. Instead they found uncertainty and unseen 
connections, which Einstein labeled “spooky.” These discoveries continue to challenge the worldview of 
Newton. 
 
In his First Letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is countering one worldview with another – he takes on 
the worldview of Greek philosophers with the wisdom of the cross of Jesus Christ. Paul’s challenge to the 
wisdom of ancient Greece is not a new and more compelling wisdom, but foolishness. That’s the way Paul puts 
it: The cross is foolishness. He writes, though, that, “God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength.” 
 
The city of Corinth is known to this day for a particular style of column with a fancy design at the top. These 
Corinthian columns held up great temples to the Greek and Roman gods. They were also the product of Greek 
and Roman thought. This was the sort of wisdom that Paul was seeking to overturn with his proclamation of 
the gospel. 
 
Paul is writing to Christians. They have already become believers, but the church is facing problems. There are 
some who feel that they are smarter than others. So smart that they can bend the rules and still be OK. There 
are others with spiritual pride. And into a church facing these problems, Paul begins with a passage on the 
meaning of Jesus’ crucifixion. We get just the beginning of the case Paul will make in today’s reading. What he 
is doing is as revolutionary as Newton’s change of worldviews that we started with. 



 

 
The paradoxes are wise foolishness and weak strength. At first, a paradox can sound like an oxymoron. An 
oxymoron has two ideas together that do not go together, such as “entertaining sermon.” A paradox is a 
statement with two apparently contradictory ideas that are somehow truer together. This is wise foolishness 
and weak strength. 
 
Paul tells those who think they are wise that God’s wisdom is very different from their knowledge. He tells 
those who feel as if they have power or authority that God’s strength is very different from their ideas of power 
and might. The paradigm, the example, the key image to explain the paradoxes is the cross of Jesus. Paul 
begins: 
 
“The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I 
will thwart.’” 
 
Paul quotes here from the prophet Isaiah. As a good Jew, Paul understood the context for Isaiah’s prophecy. 
The leaders of Israel were facing a much superior Babylonian army. Isaiah called on the people to let God sort 
out Israel’s salvation. But those words of trusting God alone when an opposing army was on the march seemed 
like folly. Israel ignored the prophet and put their trust in an alliance with Egypt, which, to them, seemed like 
the smartest course of action. God responded through Isaiah that the wisdom of the wise would be destroyed. 
When push came to shove, Egypt did not, in fact, have Israel’s back. Babylon won, and Israel was taken captive. 
 
For Paul this situation is happening all over. The Corinthian Christians are not putting their faith in God alone, 
but are leaning on that old Greek standby, human wisdom. Paul sees this as something overturned in the 
crucifixion. 
 
Because as Paul notes, the cross is folly. The idea of God suffering and dying was ludicrous. A suffering and 
dying God was an oxymoron at best and an affront to reason and wisdom to be sure. Anyone knew that if there 
is a God who created all that is, such a powerful God could not be harmed by mere humans. 
 
But with wise foolishness, God did not just sit back and watch the drama of the creation unfold. In Jesus, God 
became man and entered into creation. In doing so, God became vulnerable in Jesus, the Son. 
 
This action on God’s part is not just some new teaching or clever idea. The Incarnation is a world-changing 
intervention into human history. By reason alone, it would have been utter foolishness for the One who could 
be above and beyond creation to enter in. By reason alone, Jesus’ death revealed his weakness. But when we 
see by the light of faith, Jesus had a choice; he did not have to be faithful unto death. Jesus could have fought 
the violence of Rome with violence all his own. Instead, Jesus continued to love humanity, even when the cost 
of that love was suffering and death. And the Holy Trinity subverted all of human wisdom and power in 
overturning death with Jesus’ resurrection. 
 
This is where the two threads of the sermon get entwined as we have explored the worldview of Newton and a 
quantum universe, then we looked at the worldviews of Greek thought alone or the power of God as revealed in 
the cross of Christ. 
 
Notice that in Newton’s way of seeing the world, we are a vast machine of separate, though important, parts. 
This way of viewing the world ended with people feeling very separate, very isolated alienated from one 
another. 
 
In a quantum universe, essential connections are revealed. Rather than being lots of empty space, the universe 
is full and connected, and the connections matter. This is the paradox on which the building blocks of the 
universe stand, that despite the fact that we do not see the connections, all is connected. 
 
This we see even more clearly in the cross of Christ. We do not see a disconnected God, off distant in the 
heavens. We find Jesus having emptied himself, being born as a human and suffering and dying on a cross. 
God was more essentially connected to us than we had ever imagined. 
 
And in the cross of Christ, this wise foolishness, we discover the strength of God’s love, that God would be 
willing to take on human weakness and would continue to love rather than fight back. It is a love that God calls 



 

you to enter in. This love of God is the connection that binds together all creation. Paul knew that this would 
sound like foolishness to some, but those who have experienced that connection would understand as wisdom. 
 
This is why Jesus distilled all of Jewish Law to “Love God, and love your neighbour as yourself.” He knew that 
love was the very real connection already binding us together. Paul taught us a worldview with that strong 
weakness and wise foolishness of the cross at its center. This undying love of God is the building block on 
which the universe stands. 
 
Nicene Creed:  We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 
             maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
            We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
             eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
             true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
             of one substance with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
             For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
             by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

             he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
             in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son, he is worshipped and glorified. 

   He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
Intercessions:  Composed and prayed on behalf of the congregation by a member of the Intercessors 
Group 
 
Heavenly Father, we are unable to come together in our church to worship you as we would wish, but we 
nevertheless ask that you will accept the prayers, hopes and fears that we offer up to you from within our own 
homes,  
And, as always, we offer them in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus. 
 Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 
 
As we prepare through the season of Lent to commemorate the death and resurrection of your Son, we have 
been reminded today of the instruction of St Paul, your apostle, that it is our duty and privilege as Christians to 
proclaim the crucified Christ. 
Help us to hear and follow the teachings for which your Son was prepared to give up his life.  
 Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 
 
Within our part of your Church, we pray for the leader of the college of bishops, Mark, and for our diocesan 
bishop, Ian, as they seek to bring about a spirit of heightened faith and renewal. 
And we place before you those who worship and minister in the Highland Perthshire group of churches, at 
Pitlochry, Strathtay, Kilmaveonaig and Kinloch Rannoch. 
We also pray for the work of the Scottish Episcopal Institute, asking that those who believe they have heard 
your call can be nourished to serve as faithful leaders in your Church.  
Here in our own parish of Kirkcaldy, we thank you for your continued support of Christine’s ministry and we 
also give thanks for the contributions of all who offer their gifts to our life as a spiritual community. 
 Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 
 
Father, we thank you for all the blessings you have given us, which allow most of us to live happy and fulfilled 
lives. 
But across the wider world, we know there are so many who are less fortunate than ourselves. 



 

We think particularly of those in areas where warfare is bringing devastation, malnutrition and misery, or 
where there are leaders who think only of their own ambitions while neglecting the needs of those for whom 
they are responsible. 
As we think especially of the situation in Syria, Iraq and Yemen, we pray that you will help the peoples of 
mankind to live together in peace and harmony, with no-one exploiting the weak to their own advantage.  
As we see what is happening in Myanmar, Hong Kong and Palestine, we pray that the peoples of all nations can 
be allowed to work out their own rightful and peaceful destiny. 
 Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 
 
Father, as the Coronavirus continues to cause devastation, we pray that its spread can be brought under 
control, thinking not only of ourselves but of those in parts of the world where poverty and under-funded 
health services mean they have little hope of receiving adequate medical help. 
We thank you for the work of those who have developed the vaccines that are giving us fresh grounds for hope, 
praying that the vaccines can be made freely available to everyone, and not only to those in nations that can 
afford to pay for them. 
Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 
 
We place in your loving care all who are known to us to be suffering illness or frailty, whether of the body or the 
mind, praying that they can be brought back to a state of good health. 
We pray particularly for those who are suffering from loneliness, depression or a sense of despair at this 
worrying time, as we are required to stay within the confines of our own homes, and where not everyone has 
the resources to enjoy contentment and peace of mind.  
We ask that you will show us how we can best offer help to those in need of it. 
 Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 
 
We remember those who have passed into your presence in previous years, calling to mind: Eva May Moonie, 
James Barrie and Florence Green. 
We thank you for the promise of eternal life in your presence for those who have died in the faith, that we 
believe has come to us through the death and resurrection of your Son. 
 Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 
 
Father, we offer up these prayers in the name of your Son, Jesus, who suffered such a terrible death on the 
cross for our sake, and who we believe conquered death by rising again. Amen. 

 
Confession  
and Absolution:      God is love and we are his children. There is no room for fear in love. 
            We love because he loved us first. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
             Silence 
 
             God our Father, we confess to you 

 and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ  
 that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 
 and in what we have failed to do. 

             We are truly sorry. 
           Forgive us our sins,  
  and deliver us from the power of evil. 

 For the sake of our Son who died for us, 
             Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
             (May) God, who is both power and love, forgive us and free us from our sins, 
             heal and strengthen us by his Spirit and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Peace:   We meet in Christ’s Name let us share his peace. 
 
Offertory hymn: How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
 
Communion Prayer:  

God of infinite mercy. We thank you for Jesus our Saviour who feeds his 
people and gives them eternal life. Though we cannot consume the gifts of 



 

bread and wine we thank you that we do receive Christ’s saving presence, 
the forgiveness of sins and all other benefits of his passion. Grant that we 
may continue for ever in the risen and ascended life of our Saviour.  Amen. 
(This prayer is said during the online Provincial service).  

 
The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
   thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.    
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
     And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
     For thine is the kingdom, the poour and the glory,   
                        for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion hymn: Sweet sacrament divine 
 
Concluding Prayer:  God of mercy and forgiveness, may we who share in holy things  live 

together in unity and peace, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  Christ give us grace to grow in holiness, to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow 

him; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 
among us and remain with us always. Amen. 

 
Dismissal:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Recessional hymn: Take up thy cross 
 
7pm Candle Prayer 
 
God of hope, be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us. 
Be with us through your Son who has journeyed in the way of the Cross. 
Grant to us grace and faith that we might follow him. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope, be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us. 
In all we face, be near to us, and all whom we love, 
And guard us safe in your presence. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope, be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us. 
Be with those who fear this day and who struggle to see the future. 
Lead us from the darkness into your light. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope, be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us. 
Be with those who grieve this day and who feel bereft of comfort. 
In your compassion, be near to them. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope, be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us. 
In all that is faced by our society today, 
Grant wisdom, insight and understanding to those who are called to govern our nation and act 
on our behalf. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 



 

 
God of hope, be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us. 
Be with us through your Son whose journey in the way of the Cross 
Yields the hope of the Resurrection. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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